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‘From the Boston Recorder. 
~™ JOHN HUSS, THE BOHE- 
MIAN MARTYR. 

John Huss was born of poor 
parents, at a village called 
Hussinez, in 1373. Having 
received some education at the 
public school of a neighboring 
town, called Prachatiz, he be- 
cameservant to a professor at 
Prague, who lent him . some 
books, and assisted him in pro- 
secuting his studies. Among 
other useful pursuits, he par- 
ticularly delighted in church- 
history, and in the accounts of 
the old martyrs. In his twen- 
tieth year he became master of 
arts, and soon after was ap- 
pointed professor of divinity in 
the University of Prague. A 
cilizen having just at that time 
built the church, called Bethle- 
hem, with a view to the preach- 
ing of the gospel both in the 
German and Bohemian lan- 
guages, John Huss was nomi- 
nated minister of the same, in 
the year 1400. He was also 
chosen by the queen to be her 
father confessor. 
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The writings of Jolt: Wick- | 
liff were introduced into Behe- 
mia about this time. In the 
beginning, Huss was prejudic- 
ed against them, because they 


had been condemned as hereti- 


cal by the pope. Butthe more 
carefully he perused and com- 
pared them with the holy scrip- 
tures, by which he was accus- 
tomed to prove all things, the 
more his belief of, and: insight 
into, evangelical truth, and his 
conviction of the evils attend- 
ing the superstitions and errors 
of the established church, in- 
creased? As long as he only 
preached against the sins pre- 
vailing at court and among the 
people, the clergy held him up 
as an excellent man, by whose 
mouth the Spirit of God him- 
self would speak. But when 
he began to protest against the 
power of the popes, their sale 
of indulgences and their ex- 
communications, and to insist | 
upon a thorough reform of so 
corrupted a church; declaring 
the scriptures to be the only 
rule of faith and lifefor a Chris 
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tian,and proving that the Lord’s 
supper ought to be administer- 
ed to the people according to 
she-institution of our Saviour, 
#e was immediately denounced 
by them as a mad heretic. In 
the beginning of his ministry, 
some courtiers of rank, who 
felt themselves offended by his 
free censure of their vicious 
conduct, complained of him to 
Wolbrant, archbishop of Pra- 
gue, in presence of king Wen- 


ceslas. ‘The prelate then an- 
swered, ** that Huss had taken 


an oath at his ordination, that 
he would speak the truth with- 
out respect of persons.” But 
when he began boldly to attack 
the vices of the superior and 
inferior clergy, the archbishop 
himself applied to the king to 
silence him. Wenceslas, how- 
ever, shrewdly answered by re- 

peating the prelate’s own w ‘ords 

—‘* Huss, you know, has pro- 
mised at his ordination, to speak 
the truth without respect of per- 
sons.”” 

In this manner Huss zeal- 
ously contended for the truth, 
defended Wickliff’s evangelical 
principles, and recommended to 
the students to read the Bible 
and Wickliff’s works. Arch- 
bishop Sbinek, successor to 
Wolbrant, a man so very ig- 
norant, that he took his first 
lessons in reading on his pro- 
motion tothe See, caused Wick- 
liff’s works to be publicly burnt, 
in order to render himself more 
acceptable to the pope. 

Huss retained, as heretofore, 
the love and respect of all the 
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people, both on account of his 
pious conversation, and his zeal 
for the salvation of his hearers, 
In 1410, he was chosen rector 
of the University; and as the 
Bohemian students had hither- 
to been oppressed by the Ger- 
mans, who were wholly devot- 
ed to the pope, he procured for 
them their original privileges. 

The opposition raised against 
Huss, led him intoa more close 
examination of the scriptures; 
by which his faith in the truths 
of the gospel became more firm- 
ly established, his growth in 
the love and knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ more appa- 
rent, and his testimony more 
unequivocal and efficacious: the 
rage of the pope and his follow- 
ers against him, of course, in- 
creasing in proportion. In 1412, 
Pope John xxiii. proclaimed re- 
mission of sins to all, who would 
assist him in his wars against 
two antipopes and the King of 
Naples. John Huss moststren- 
uously opposed this scandalous 
measure, and published doctri- 
nal theses against it. He was 
now summoned to appear before 
the pope’s tribunal at Rome; 
and when, by the persuasion of 
his friends, he declined it, the 
pope not only issued a decree 
of excommunication against 
him, but, by a dreadful inter- 
dict, prohibited all religious 
worship in the city of Prague. 
Huss met this heavy stroke 
with firmness, commended his 
cause to Jesus Christ, the Head 
of the Church, and wrote a so- 
iemn appeal to Him. That he 
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might, however, put a stop to 
the deplorable confusion which 
took place at Prague, in conse- 
quence of the popish excommu- 
nication, he quitted the city, 
and preached with great bles- 
sing in towns and villages, and 
inthe open fields. Thus the 
knowledge of the gospel spread 
more and more; as the natural 
and never-failing consequence 
of the banishment of true be- 
lievers.—See Acts vill. 1. 4. 
At length he was cited, in 
1414, to appear and answer for 
his conduct before the general 
council at Constance. ‘T’o this 
end, he obtained from the Em- 
peror Sigism und, aletter of sate 
conduct, by which a safe pas- 
sage to and from Constance, 
was solemnly promised to him. 
Before he set out, he exhorted 
his friends in Bohemia, steadi- 
ly to persevere in the truth, to 
remain immoveable in the faith 
of Christ, and to continue in 
prayer for him: for he imme- 
diately expressed his apprehen- 
sions, that he was going to meet 
heavy sufferings, and perhaps 
even to die the death of a mar- 
tyr. He setouton his journey 
with cheerfulness and courage, 
but had scarcely arrived at 
Constance, when, in spite of the 
emperor’s letter, he was thrown 
into a filthy dungeon, on pre- 
tence that no man was bound 
to keep faith with a heretic; but 
even in this dark abode, Jesus, 
whom he loved and revered, re- 
mained his light, his comfort, 
and strong support. When a- 
wake, he was occupied with the 





contemplation of Christ’s love 
unto death, and his precious 
promises to his church; and ey- 
en when asleep, his mind often 
dwelt upon the same glorious 
subject. Of this, a remarka- 
ble instance is recorded: he 
dreamt, that he was in his 
church, called Bethlehem, and 
had drawn a figure of our Sav- 
iour upon the wall, which, how- 
ever, was immediately oblite- 
rated by a stranger. Soon af- 
ter, he saw some experienced 
artists coming in, who restored 
his drawing, and completed it 
in the best manner, insomuch 
that though the Romish bishops 
and priests did allin their pow- 
er to erase it, they could not 
succeed, upon which, in the 
midst of his joy, he awoke.— 
History afterwards furnished 
the following interpretation of 
his dream: ** Huss preached in 
the church, called Bethlehem, 
and unceasingly pourtrayed Je- 
sus before the eyes of his hear- 
ers, according to the best of his 
knowledge. After his death, 
his enemies seemed to succeed 
in obliterating the impressions 
made by his teaching, by ex- 
punging the doctrine of our 
Saviour; but there arose from 
among his true followers, the 
Unity of the brethren, who, by 
the instruction of the Holy 
Ghost, obtained still clearer 
views of the great doctrine of 
atonement, and have not ceased 
even to the present day to set 
forth Jesus Christ, both among 
the Christians and heathens, 
after the example of the Apos- 
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tle Paul, Gal. iii. 1. as crucifi- 
ed among them. And may we 
not add, that this picture, the 
doctrine of the cross of Jesus, 
has become clearer and more 
distinctly exhibited through the 
power of God, even by the ve- 
ry opposition of those, wh» at- 
tempted to obliterate and de- 
stroy it?” 

Amidst the suffering scenes 
of his imprisonment, Huss did 
not cease to write to his friends 
and adherents in Bohemia, and 
his numerous edifying letters 
sufficiently prove his great love 
and care for them, his humble 
opinion of himself, and the com- 
fortable assurance he felt of the 
favor of his God and Redeem- 
er. He exhorted them, fer the 
sake of Jesus’ passion, to stand 
firm in confessing the truth, 
and to pray to God, powerfully 
to strengthen and enable him to 
suffer martyrdom for his sake. 

Having been left to linger a- 
bove half a yearinconfinement, 
he was, at length, thrice pre- 
sented to the council, and put 
upon his trial; he could scarce- 
fy utter a word, on account of 
the tumult and uproar made by 
his adversaries and judges on 
his appearance. No sooner did 
he open his mouth than they 
cried him down with insulting 
and railing vociferation: he was 
accused of many errors, which 
had never entered his mind, 
much less his writings; for in- 


stance, that he had given him- 


self out to be the fourth person 
in the Godhead. He declared, 
that what he had really taught, 


ee 


he believed from his heart, anq 
begged earnestly, that, if he 
was wrong, he might be bettep 
instructed out of the word of 
God, and his errors confuted by 
the testimony of the Holy Scrip: 
tures. The council, however, 
would not enter with him upon 
the Bible, but sometimes by 
threats, and at other times by 
friendly admonitions and pro- 
mises, sought to extort from 
him a solemn recantation of his 
doctrines. He declared tiat he 
would rather submit to be burnt 
alive than deny what he knew 
to be divine truth. His firm- 
ness being ascribed to obstina- 
cy, he was condemned to the 
flames, as an incorrigible arch- 
heretic. John Von Chium, his 
faithful friend, and a Bohemian 
baron, did not forsake him in 
thisextremity. After Huss had 
been cast out, and declared an 
heretic, he gave him, in pre- 
sence of the emperor and the 
whole council, the right hand 
of fellowship, and accompanied 
him and the turnkey to the door 
of the dungeon, encouraging 
him in these words: ‘ Be of 
good cheer; suffer yourself rath- 
er to be robbed of your life, 
than of the gospel.” 

When, on the day of his death, 
the sentence was read to him in 
the Cathedral of Constance, in 
presence of the emperor and 
council, he knelt down, and af- 
ter the example of Stephen, 
prayed God to forgive his ene- . 
mies. Being asked for the last 
time, whether he persisted in 
tnaintaining his doctrines, he 
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nd answered: § . now stand before 
he fag the face of God, and I never 
tep Jae can do what you require, with- 
of fag out a violation of His honor and 


my own conscience.”’ Before 
he was led to the place of exe- 
cution, he was solemnly pre- 
sented to the whole council in 








hy pis priestly habit, with the cha- 
by lice in his hand, that he might 
.: faa be disgraced with special infa- 
m Many Being stripped of his ha- 
tig Dit, amidst dreadful impreca- 
he tions, and the chalice snatched 
nt from him, he was pronounced 


an accursed Judas. He replied, 
«[ place my trust in my Lord 
Jesus Christ, and know that he 
will never take from me the cup 
h of salvation; yea, firmly believe 
that he will give it unto me this 


day in his kingdom.” A paper 
n mitre, upon which devils were 
d fem painted, being placed upon his 
n head, he comforted himself with 
" the reflection, that Jesus had 
¢ [ae been, in mockery, crowned with 


d thorns. He was then deliver- 
d ed to the magistrates with these 
words: ** We deliver your body 
to the secular power, and your 
soul to the devil!” upon which 
he exclaimed: **O Lord Jesus! 
[commend my soul unto thee, 
for thou hast redeemed it.’*? On 
the road to the stake, he sung 
psalms and hymns, with such 
cheerfulness and firmness, that 
his enemies themselves contfess- 
ed, that he went to death as if 
he were going to, a wedding- 
feast. ‘Thus this faithful con- 
fessor of the gospel ended his 
; race in the flames, July 6, 1415, 
5» and sealed his testimony by 
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martyrdom, in the 42d year of 
his age. 

His faithful friend, Jerome of 
Prague, was also condemned 
by the council, on account of his 
open avyowal of the truths of 
the gospel, and on May 30th, 
1416, burnt alive on the very 
spot where Huss had suffered. 








INQUIRY INTO THE CAUSE OF 
ANIMAL LIFE--Bv Dr. Rusa. 
The different religions of the 

world, by the activity which 
they excite in the mind, have a 
very sensible influence upon hu- 
man life. Atheism is the worst 
of sedatives to the understand- 
ing and passions. It is the ab- 
straction of thought from the 
most sublime, and of love from 
the most perfect of all possible 

objects.—M an is as naturally a 

religious, as he is a social and 

domestic animal; and the same 
violence is done to his mental 

faculties, by robbing him of a 

belief in God, that is done by 

dooming him to live in a cell, 
deprived of the objects and 
pleasures of social and domes- 

tic life. ‘The necessary and im- 

mutable connexion between the 

texture of the human mind, and 
the worship of an object of some 
kind, has lately been demon- 
strated by the Atheists of Eu- 
rope, who, after rejecting the 
true God, have instituted the 
worship of nature, of fortune, 
and of human reason; and, in 
some instances, with ceremonies 
of the most splendid and expen- 
sive kind. Religions are friend- 
ly to animal life, in proportion 
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as they elevate the understand- 
ing, and act upon the passions 
of hope and love. It will rea- 
dily occur to you, that Chris- 
tianity, when believed and o- 
beyed, according to its original 
consistency with itself, and with 
the divine attributes, is more 
calculated to produce those ef- 
fects, than any other religion in 
the world. Such is the saluta- 
ry operation of its doctrines and 
precepts upon the health and 
life, that if its divine authority 
rested upon no other argument, 
this alone would be sufficient 
to recommend it to our belief. 
How long mankind may con- 
tinue to prefer substituted pur- 
suits and pleasures to this in- 
vigorating stimulus, is uncer- 
tain; but the time we are assur- 
ed will come, when the under- 
standing shall be elevated from 
its present inferior objects, and 
the excited passions be reduced 
to their original order. ‘This 
change in the mind of man, I 
believe, will be effected only by 
the influence of the Christian 
religion, after all the efforts of 
human reason to effect it, by 
means of civilization, philoso- 
pay, liberty, and government, 
have been exhausted to no pur- 
pose. 





From the Columbian Star. 

Mr. Evtror: The following commu. 
nication is submitted by one, who 
has often had occasion to feel the 
subject. If you deem it worthy a 
place in the Star, please insert it. 

AMANDA: 
Should the question be asked 
inany parents, do you wish 


your children to become real 


Christians, would not theiy 
hearts answer, ** Yes—but not 
now?’ Our daughters are just 
acyuiring those accomplish- 
ments which are necessary fo, 
acceptance in- the circles jy 
which they are to move; and 
they are those, for which. se. 
rious piety would give them 
disinclination. True, — they 
might be amiable at home, wel! 
informed, and pleasing compat. 
ions for the fire-side; but thisis 
not what the world requires, 
and however it may be desire¢ 
and expected after marriage, i 
is not at all necessary before. 
We wish them now to have as 
much religion as will save them 
from everyoutward immorality, 
and when they have families, au 
addition no doubt would be ne- 
cessary. Should they become 
widows, they will want still 
more—-and especially at the 
hour of death when the smiles 
of the world can no longer be 
of service, may they then be ar- 
dent in love, strong in faith, 
and go triumphing over the 
last enemy. 

Nor are the objections to pre- 
mature religion in our sons, 
fewer. ‘They must be fitted to 
live, to acquire wealth and ho- 
nor in society, to merit and en- 
joy the eclat of the world, to 
meet all its deceptions, intri- 
sues and plots. ‘The simplici- 








‘ty of the gospel and the spirit 


of Christ would be quite incom- 
patible with many arts, which, 
for the sake of the favour of 
men, they must practise. We 
wish them now to be moral, te 
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frequent no bad company, nor 
indeed any other, except it be 
the society of those whose wealth 
or influence might help to bring 
them forward. And when they 
have established themselves in 
the world, and acquired a for- 
tune, then, may God grant them 
his grace, and prepare them for 
future happiness. 

Christian parents, do such 
thoughts as these lurk in your 
hearts? You at once answer, 
No. Why then not restrain your 
children, as far as possible,from 
evilexample. He that walk- 
eth with the wise shall be wise, 
but a companion of fools shall 
be destroyed.” And no one 
can watch the force of sinful ex- 
ample upon youth, without feel- 
ing and acknowledging, that it 
is as really the work of God, 
if any are saved, as was the de- 
liverance of the three children 
from the fiery furnace. But 
you say that they cannot be ac- 
complished without such an in- 
tercourse with the world, as 
will expose them to these temp- 
tations. If that be granted, 
what follows? ‘That you have 
concluded, rather to risk their 
salvation, than lose the accom- 
plishment? And is not this the 
essence of your language? 

if you wish them to be Chris- 
tians indeed, why do you not 
set the examples Would you 
desire them to feel towards the 
family of man as Christ felt, 
why then do they see you ad- 
mitting those distinctions be- 
tween the poor and the rich, 
which are entirely contrary to 
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the spirit by which he acted.— 
'l'o some, at least, I may add, 
why, if you desire heaven’s best 
blessings upon you, do you not 
pray with and for them, and 
diligently teach them the com- 
mandments of the Lord our 
God, knowing that although the 
best instructions have no power 
to change the heart, yet He, 
whose prerogative that is, has 
said, **’ Train up a childin the 
way he s/iould go, and when he 
is old, he will not depart from 
it.” You see them pursuing 
the follies and vanities of the 
world, and oftentimes, when in 
words youslightly reprove,does 
not your countenance show that 
the hope of their gaining admi- 
ration, Wealth and honor, buoys 
up your spirits as much as it e- 
lates theirs? And_ will not this 
admiration which you desire, 
and they pursue, have the most 
fatal tendency to destroy their 
souls. Do not be deceived, God 
has ordained family relations as 
the most powerful meansin na- 
ture, if parents are faithful, for 
the conversion of souls. Butif 
they be unfaithful, all the ten- 
dencies which He designed for 
anobler end, will naturally waft 
them down to destruction. O 
that Christian parents would 
arouse from their dream! There 
is a@ manner of admonition, 
which has very little power to 
produce effect. [tis that which 
flows from languid feeling, and 
half Christian desires. Itis an 
effort made to satisfy conscience 
but is not pleasing to God. Pa- 
rents ought first to feel deeply 
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the subject themselves, to be 


. careful that their example cor- 


responds with their exhorta- 
tion; and then, taking advan- 
tage of that affection which sub- 
sists between them and their 
children, urge home the impor- 

tance of ‘Seeking firs’ the king- 
dom of God and his righteous- 
ness.”” Q parents, are you wil- 
ling to lead to hell those souls 
which you have introduced into 
existence? The word of God is 
sure, and every promise of His 
immutable. If you are found 
faithful, He will assuredly 
crown your labors with success. 








SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRA- 
TIONS. 


From the New York American. 


We have in our possession, 
«Travels in Syria and the Ho- 
ty Land, by the late John Lew- 
is Burckhardt.” This is an 
expensive work, and will not 
probably be re-printed in this 
country. We deem it a service 
to our readers to make such se- 
fections from this and other 
rare works, as will illustrate 
the Holy Scriptures. Below 
will be found some information 
respecting the locust. Whoev- 
er peruses the account of the 
plague of locusts in Egypt, and 
especially the allusions made to 
them by the prophets, when de- 
picting the calamities of the 
Jews, will read with interest 
any thing which shall render 
him more intimate with the na- 
ture of this terrible instrument 
of Divine vengeance, or enable 
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him to see more clearly the 
force and beauty of the prpeet- 
ic imagery. 

LOCUSTS. 

“It was at Naeme* that I 
saw, for the first time, a swarm 
of locusts; they so completely 
covered the surface of theground 
that my horse killed numbers of 
them atevery step, whilst I had 
the greatest difficulty in keep- 
ing from my face those which 
rose up and flew about. This 
species is called im Syria, Dje- | 
rad Nedjdyat or D jerad ‘Tryer, 
i. e. the flying locusts, being 

thus distinguished from the oth- 
er species, called Dyerad Dsah- 
haf, or devouring locusts. The 
former havea yellow body, a 
gray breast, and wings of a dir- 
ty white, with gray spots. The 
latter, I was told, have a whit- 
ish gray body, and white wings. 
The Nedjdyat are much less 
dreaded than the ot ers, because 
they feed only upon the leaves 
of trees and vegetables, sparing 
the wheat anc barley. the 
Dsabhaf, on the contrary, de- 
your whatever vegetation they 
meet with, and are the terror of 
the husbardman; the Nedjdyat 
attack only the produce of the 
gardeacr, or the wild herbs of 
the desert. I was told, howev- 
er, that the offspring of the 
Nedjdyat produced in Syria 
partake of the veracity cf the 
Dsahbhaf, and like them prey 
upon the crops of grain. Those 





* Naeme isa town of the Haouran, a 
v alley of Svria, separated on the west 
from the valle: of t he Jordan bv achai 
Pektate Sa 
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which I saw in the Haouran and 
afterwards in the gardens of 
Damascus, fly in separate bo- 
dies, and do not spread over a 
whole district. 
this species are quite black un- 
iil a certain age. 

The Bedouins eat locusts, 
which are collected in great 
quantities in the beginning of 
April, when the sexes coliabit 
and they are easily caught; af- 
ter having been roasted a little 
upon the iron plate on which 
bread is baked, they are dried 
in the sun, and then put into 
large sacks, With the mixture of 
a littie salt. They are never 
served up as a dish, but every 
one takes a handful of them 
when hungry. ‘The peasants 
of Syria do not eat locusts, nor 
have L myself ever had an op- 
portunity of tasting them; there 
are a few poor Fellabs in the 
Haouran, however, who some- 
times, pressed with hunger, 
make a meal of them ; but they 
break off the head and take out 
theentrails before theydry them 
in thesun, The Bedouins swal- 
low themeatire. ‘The natural 
enemy of the locust is the bird 
Semarmar, Which is of the size 
of a swaliow, and devours vast 
numbers of them; it is even said 
that the locusts take flight at the 
cry of the bird. But ifthe whole 
feathered tribe of the districts 
visited by the locusts were to 
unite their efforts, it would avail 
little, so immense are the num- 
bers of these dreadful insects,” 
— Burckhardt, pp. 238, 239 

‘* Among other places I visi!- 
ed Nicotia, and on returning 


The young of 


from it to Larnica, was surpris- 
ed to find myself almost enve- 
loped in a cloud or thick body 
of locusts, covering the ground 
and skipping like grasshoppers, 
with a hissing noise; and a sight 
altogether so novel, that if oc- 
casioned some degree of appre- 
hension. On returning to the 
consent, having informed the 
monks of this phenomenon,they 
treated it altogether lightly, and 
assured me that at parficalar 
seasons locusts came in suchi 
formidable numbers, as actually 
to darken or obscure the sun it- 
self, and the work of destruction 
was incalculable. ‘heir grand 
objects of attack, in particular, 
were the vine and the fig trees, 
which are stripped so complete- 
ly bare of leaves as to convert 
the trees, almost in one moment, 
into an image of winter; and a 
husbandman, who, at the rising 
of the sun, beholds his fields 
fair and luxuriant, finds them, 
before it goes down, absolutely 
bare, like a desart.””—Wlson’s 
ravels, 
MANNA, 

Mr. Burckhardt, in his Tra- 
velsin Nubia, gives the follow- 
ing description of this extraur- 
dinary production, which he 
met with in the valley of Ghor, 
to the south of the Dead Sea, 
and also on a mountain that 
lies eastward of Mount Sinai, 
called Djebal Serbal. 

The SBedouins collect to this 
day the manna, under the very 
same circumstances described 
in the books of Moses. When- 
ever the rains have been plenti- 
ful during the winter, it drops 
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abundantly from the tamarisk, 
(in Arabic 'Varfa,) a tree very 
commen in the Syrian and A- 
rabian deserts, but producing, 
as faras t know, no anna any 
where cise. They gather it be- 
fore sunrise, because if left in 
the sun it melts; its taste is ve- 
ry sweet, much resembling ho- 
ney; they use it as we do sugar, 
principally in their dishes com- 
posed of flour. When purified 
over the fire it keeps for many 
months. ‘Lhe quantity collect- 
ed is inconsiderable, because it 
1s exclusively the produce of the 
‘Tarfa, which tree is met with 
only in a few valleys at the foo: 
ofthe highest granite chain. 





From Wilson’s Travels in Syria and 
the Holy Land. 
Isaiah ii. 4. 

And they shall beat their swords into 


plough shares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks. 


‘The plough is not moved up- 
on wheels; the share, which is 
smali, scarcely grazes the earth; 
and it has only one handle, or 
shaft, for the use of the husband. 
man to guide it. He holds it 
with the right hand. ,It is made 
so light, that a person might, 
with facility, carry it in his 
arms. ‘l‘he share is covered 
with a broad piece of iron, and 
pointed at the end, which might 
readily be converted into a wea- 
pon of warfare, and again re- 


stored to its former state and - 


applied to agricultural purposes. 


Psalm lix. 14, 15. 


And at evening let them return and 
makea noise likea dog, and go round 
about the city. 


During the whole day, the 
dogs of the city (Cairo) were 


perfectly quiet; but the moment 
the sun went down, they com- 
menced a hideous bark or yell, 
which continued without inter- 
mission till sun-rise. The noise 
to those unaccustomed to if, is 
most disturbing, and places a 
complete embargo on sleep. 


Ezekiel xvi. 4. 
And as for thy nativity, in the day that 
thou wast born, thou wast not wash- 
ed in the water to supple thee, 


It is a custom of mothers toe 
dip their children, soon after 
their birth, in the Nile, which is 
held to be a duty of a religious 
nature. 


Hosea xvi. 4. 
{1 will be as the dew unto Israel. 


16th Dec.—Notwithstanding 
the sun was powerfully hot yes- 
terday, the cold last night was 
most excessive, and this morn- 
ing a prodigious dew with mist 
has fallen, which penetrated to 
the cabin. We, at first, sup- 
posed some fire had broken out, 
the whole cabin being complete- 
ly enveloped ina cloud. This 
dew in the climate of Egypt, 
where rain seldum falls, is par- 
ticularly refreshing to the plans 
of the earth, and is received as 
a veculiar blessing. It falls 
heavy like rain during the night, 
and is rapidly absorbed at sun- 
Pisc. . 

Mark v. 31. 

And he’cometh to the house of the rul- 
er of the synagogue, and seeth the tu- 
mult, and them that wept and wail- 
ed greatly. 

At departing from the con- 
vent, my attention was attract. 
ed by a crowd of women, ar- 
ranged in a circular form, who 
appeared to be overwhelmed 


with grief and despair, making 
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an extraordinary noise or howl. 

On coming up to them, 1 observ- 

ed all were surrounding, in a 

sitting posture, an open grave 

containing a coflin, and they 
were lamenting the loss of a na- 
tive of the village whose body 
was deposited in it. Many of 
them hung down their heads, 
and others were wringing their 
hands, and weeping bitterly, 
looking at the same time into 
the grave. Several were ac- 
tually howling aloud, in one 
particular tone, as if suffering 
acute bodily pain, who, in real- 
ity, did appear to feel a deep 
sorrow on occasion of the loss 
sustained. On the other hand, 

I could evidently perceive that 

many among the group were 

acting a hired part. 
HOUSE-TOP. 
Nehemiah viii. 15, 16. 

So the people went forth, and brought 
branches & made themselves booths, 
every one upon the roof of his house, 
&e. 

The heat in Tiberias is some- 
times so extremely great, from 
being situated in a hollow or 
valley, shut in with mountains, 
that the inhabitants are fre- 
quently obliged to have recourse 
to the tops of their houses to re- 
pose during the night; and these 
places, l observed to be covered 
with reeds or booths. 

{ observed upon the terraces 
of all the houses in Feik, a 
small apartment called dersh, 
formed of branches of trees, co- 
vered with mats; to this cool] a- 
bode the family retires during 
the mid-day heat of summer,— 
Burckhardt, p. 280. 
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THE CAMEL—Job ix. 26. 
They are passed away as the swift ships. 
W hat enables the shepherd to 
perform the long and circuitous 
journey across Africa, is the 
camel, called by the Arabs, the 
ship of the desert.— Bruce’s tra- 


vels. 








Froin the Southern Intelligencer. 
HINTS UN PUBLIC WoORSHIP- 

1. Feel that itis a great pri- 
vilege to be allowed to draw 
nigh to God in his sacred house, 
which may be to you, ifit is not 
your own fault, ‘*the gate of 
Heaven.” If you feel thus you 
will not make trifles or worldly 
concerns an excuse for not go- 
ing, or for going late, nor wili 
vou fail to take a deep interest 
in what passes.—You will not 
be a mere spectator, like some 
who do not even deserve the 
name of auditors. Remember 
that instead of your honouring 
or profiting God by condescen- 
ding to goto church, He hon- 
ours you,however great, by per- 
mitting you to go; and that you 
must account for the privilege in 
every instance. 

2. Go in when you arrive at 
the house. Do not profane the 
Sabbath, and affront the sanc- 
tuary, by standing in its open 
dours, Which invite you to enter 
inand be savec, and talking with 
any body or every body you 
meet, or staring out of counte- 
nance, those for whose feelings 
you ought to have some regard, 
but whom your dDrazenness often 
compels to resort to the use of 
a veil. The opposite fault, viz. 
that of coming fare, direct from 
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the Post-Office, isa violation of 
the Sabbath, and belongs there- 
fore to another place. | 

S. Whispering, nodding and 
bowing to your acquaintance, 
and all restlessness before or 
during service prove not only 
indisposition to the business but 
inattention to the manners of 
the place, where God is the cen- 
tre of regard and the sole object 
of affection. «*The Lord is in 
his holy temple, let the earth 
keep silence before him.” 

4. Keep awake—The inven- 
tion of ministers has been ex- 
hausted in the vain efforts to 
rouse the attention of their flock; 
andthe politeness of some flocks 
has been so far exhausted that 
they now regularly take, in 
great numbers, their morning 
and evening nap. We have some 
among us, who never fail; and 
Hogarth’s celebrated picture of 
the sleeping congregation is a 
faithful likeness of some assem- 
blies I have lately seen. 1 dare 
not smile on sucha subject. It 
is awful to think where those 
may wake who sleep in the sanc- 
tuary. If awake, they might 
hear and be induced to accept 
the offers of mercy. Closing 
their ears and eyes, they sleep 
on in indifference, sleep on per- 
haps to ruin. 

5. Do not smile or laugh at 
any awkward circumstance or 
improper act that may occur. 
ifthe clerk make a blunder, 
half the assembly will be seen 
ready to burst into laughter. 
This is childish, and betrays a 
dreadful state of heart. He who 
feels a just reverence for God, 


- 


His house and His worship, will 
be pained, not amused on such 
an occasion, 

6 Take a full share in his 
sacred employments of the place; 
join in the praise and prayer, 
Let your thougbtsand your eyes 
be under command. Let every 
act of worship engage your heart 
and every portion have your 
cordial Amen attending it as it 
risesto Heaven. Sing with the 
Spirit and with the understand- 
ing. Listen to nothing that may 
be said or done by other inat- 
tentive persons during worship. 
Forget yourself and all other 
mortals, and let your soul be 
sweetly and devoutly absorbed 
in the business of the place. Re- 
gard not what other mortals 
think of you. Do nothing to be 
seen of men. 

7. Avoid, as you come out, 
the distraction of thought, the 
oblivion of all you have heard, 
which will be produced by salu- 
tations, by lounging about the 
doers, and by entering into 
worldly conversation, ‘Lo do 
these things, is to erase at once 
whatever impressions may have 
been made on your memory, or 
heart. 

8. Set yoursslf diligently to 
improve What you have heard. 
Are you above this? Better 
stay athome; to go to church 
in order to see and be seen is to 
offer the sacrifice of fools. Bet- 
ter stay at home, I repeat, you 
only “ treasure up wrath” by 
going thus. Did you hear any 
thing admirable and good? How 
inexcusable to starve with rich 
provisions before you? Did you 
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observe some defects in the ser- 
mon: would you then be so 
weak as to refuse all noarish- 
ment, because ata table some of 
the dishes did not please you ? 
If you would improve the means 
of grace, lay aside criticism, at 
least on the Sabbath. Spend as 
much time in conversing and 
meditating on the subject of the 
discourse, as many pass in Can- 
vassing its faults or beauties. 
Carry the subject in your tho’ts, 
till it has influenced your pray- 
ers, your resolutions, and your 
life. If these hints are taken, 
you will find growing reason to 
say, of the houseef God. * It 
is good for us to be here,” and 
that “a day in His courts is 
better than a thousand common 
days.” 








GOOD NEWS. 

( Continued from page 126.) 
Prrrsytvantia Co, Va. Sept. 30th. 
The good work of the Holy 

Spirit appears to be spreading 
and increasing on every side ; 
there are hopeful appearances in 
ten or twelve Churches in the 
Roanoke district. Numerous 
congregations attend preaching 
on every day of the week, but 
more especially on the Sabbath; 
uncommon attention and solema 
anxiety are Conspicuous in eve- 
ry assembly: the meetings are 
solemn indeed, but cannot be 
said tobe noisy. The stubborn 
hearts of sinners seem to be 
humbled, and their lofty looks 
bowed down; while penitential 
tears copiously flow from num- 
bers. ‘Thescene is sometimes 
intermixed with sudden shricks 


and bitter lamentations from 
deeply distressed souls, 

Ou Sunday, Sept. 21st, four. 
teen young converts were admit- 
ted to Baptism in Lower Banis- 
ter Church. The solemn ordi- 
nance seemed attended with ve- 
ry visible and striking effects on 
the numerous assembly who at- 
tended tv behold the willing dis- 
ciples of Jesus following the ex- 
ample of their Lord.—Straight- 
stone Church about twelve miles 
north of Banister, admitted 21 
candidates ts Baptism on the 
same day.—Several other of the 
Churches in whichthe good work 
is progressing have received a 
few. May God increase his 
work until the whole earth be 
filled with his Glory.—.4men. 








From the Columbian Star. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION, 

A gentleman in Mansfield, 
Con, has communicated to the 
editor of the Christian Secreta- 
ry, an account of the rise and 
progress of the Baptist Charch 
in this towu, together with a 
brief statement of the late work 
of grace in that region. The 
Church was formed in 1809, of 
38 members, under the ministry 
of the Rev. Joshua Bradley now 
established in Middlebury New 
York. In 1810, the Rev. Jon- 
athan Goodwin became their 
pastor, and has laboured with 
them ever since, in much har- 
mony and love, and amidst an 
almost continual revival. Ad- 
ditions were every year made 
to the church. The Lord is 
now pouring out his Spirit upon 
that place. All denominations 
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in the town share largely in the 
work. About 200 have alrea- 
dy obtained hope in the Redec- 
mer, and others are inquiring. 
Mr. Goodwin has baptised se- 
venty-four since the 18th of 
May last. 

Since the church was constitu- 
ted, 225 have been added, 35 
dismissed, 10 excluded, and 17 
have died, leaving their present 
number 202. This church, in 
conaexion with a respectable 
society, have a large well fin- 
ished meeting house, standing 
in the centre ofthe town. ‘The 
society was formed, and the 
mecting house was built, previ- 
ous to the formation of the 
church. But in no case has there 
been the least jar or contention 
between the church and socie- 
ty since they were costituled. 

A correspondent, in Raleigh, 
NN. C, writes, that, during the 
past year, there has beea a 
precious work of grace in Li- 
berty, Wake County. 40 have 
been added to the Baptistchurch; 
and though the work seems 
nearly to have subsided sever- 
al are still under serious con- 
viction. 

For the Hepzibah church al- 
so, the Lord has done great 
things. ‘The good work com- 
menced about two years since, 
at the meeting of the Raleigh 
Association in that place. It 
still continues, and the heavenly 
flame seems to be spreading in- 
to the region round abour. ‘Lhe 
whole number baptized and u- 
nited to this church during the 
present revival is one hundred 
and eiglity two. 


Colony at Mesurado. 
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The church at Cross Roads, 
Wake County, has shared more 
largely of the good Spirit. Sia- 
ners have been made to cry for 
mercy, and large numbers have 
found it in the blood of a Sa- 
viour. ** By grace are ye sav- 


ed.” Seventy have already been 
baptized & added to the church. 








COLONY AT CAPE MESU- 
RADO, 

It is pleasing to learn, that 
the unfavourable rumours res- 
pecting this colony, originating 
either in mistake or in sinister 
designs, are unfounded in fact. 
A letter from Dr. Ayres, the 
Agent, dated July -22d, states, 
that although sickness had pre- 
vailed, only eight persons had 
died. The disease may fairly 
be attributed, in a considerable 
degree, to the want of proper 
shelter from the weather. Houses 
will soon be erected, and there 
can be no doubt, that the colony 
will, with proper management, 
and with the blessing of God, 
succeed in the accomplishment 
of its object. Every new set- 
tlement must encounter difficul- 
ties. Halfof the emigrants, who 
landed at Plymouth, in Decem- 
ber, 1620.perished beforespring; 
and the disasters which attend- 
ed the first settlement of Vir- 
ginia are known to every one, 
who is acquainted with the his- 
tory of his country. The fol- 
lowing paragraph, from a Pe- 
tersburg (Va.) paper, conveys 
to our minds strong evidence, 
that the colony is destined, and 
eminently fitted, to furnish a 
prosperous and happy home for 











Mahomet. 





multitudes of the blacks of this 
country : 

One of the free coloured per- 
sons who left this town for Af- 
rica some time ago, returned 
here on Friday night for his ta- 
mily. He speaks in the most 
enraptured terms of the native 
country of the blacks, describ- 


ing it as the garden spot of the 
world, whither every freeman 


of colour shculd immediately re- 
pair. This statement we had 
from the person himself, who is 
an intelligent man, and posses- 
sed of considerable property, 
His representations, and the 
anxiety manifested by him to 
retura to Africa, will doubtless 
have a powerful influence on his 
coloured brethren, many of 
whom, we should suppose, now 
that their fears are removed, 
will prepare to join their com- 
rades in their native land. 





The following brief notice of 
the life & conduct of this great 
imposter, is taken froma scarce 
book, altributed to the Abbe de 
Bouflers, . the first edition of 
which was published at Amster- 
dam, in 1761. Itis intended by 
him to exhibit the passion of 
ambition united with a heart 
that has no feelings of venera- 
tion for truths of the most sa- 
cred kind ; and, in order to at- 
tain the pinnacle of its wishes, 
will countenance a false repre- 
sentation of religion even tu the 
dying hour. The narration is 
as follows ; 

‘s Mahomet was the son of a 
Pagan and a Jewess, beth of 


whom had sprung from the ve- 
ry dregs of the people; their 
poverty prevented them supply- 
ing him with an education. His 
childhood was consequently ne. 
glected, and the only things he 
in all probability acquired, (the 
fruits of wretchedness) were ab- 
stemiousness, and vigour of bo- 
dy. The daily wants to which 
the poor are subject, ordinarily 
leave but little time for reflec- 
tion; Consequently, there is not 
much food for passions ; not- 
withstanding every thing in ac- 
tive minds serves as a stimulant 
to inflame the feelings, A for- 
tunate circumstance placed Ma- 
homet in a rich Arabian mer- 
chant’s house, and he dying, 
Mahomet marricd his widow. 
By this marriage he suddenly 
became possessor of immense 
wealth, which his master had 
left. 

«¢ The seeds of ambition with 
Which he bad been born, sprang 
up in his heart on obtaining this 
unexpected fortune. At first he 
only proposed to aggrandize 
Himself; but the spirit of con- 
quest having seized him, he was 
chiefly anxious to fulfil this de- 
sire: however, they doth seemed 
to be. worthy his pursuit, and he 
studied every way to accom. 
plish hisends. ‘Treason, perfi- 
dy, murders, sacrilege, and rob. 
bery of every description, ex- 
cited in him noremorse. He 
viewed them only as a greedy 
conqueror. He trampled upon 
justice and humanity, regard. 
ing them only asthe offspring 
of weak and timid minds, which 
not being capable of ereat 0} 
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levated undertakings, are sén- 
sible to pity only, because they 
feel how they themselves need 
support. He put himself at the 
head of a baad of robbers, by 
whose aid he ravaged Arabia; 
the expectation of booty increas- 
ed his banditti, and daily his do 
minion enlarged; his success 
spread terror around, and very 
soon he became master of an 
immense extent of country. But 
arms alone were not sufficient 
for the preservation of his pow- 
er, over a people whom he had 
subdued through fear. He felt 


the necessity of adding impos- 


ture to tyranny, in order to 
strengthen his empire, and he 
suggested a system of religion 
that assured to bim the blind o- 
bedience of the people whom he 
had conquered. ‘he few prin- 
ciples he had imbibed when un- 


der the influence of his parents, 
ought to have raised some re- 
morse when he was contemplat. 
ing the impicus part he was a. 
bout to play; but when ambition 
is carried to its highest pitch, 
every object is sacrificed to this 
unbridled passion, aud even the 
most sacred things are abused, 
when it is believed they may 
provo instrumental to aggran: 
dizement.” ‘To accomplish 
his purpose, he employed an 
heretical Jacobite—a true Nes- 
torian Monk, and a Jew, to as- 
sist him in writing bis * Koran’ 
a most extraordinary composi- 
tion, full of absurd and sublime 
ideas, mixed together without 
order or method. By this dis- 
order and irregularity; he flat- 
tered himself the divinity of his 
mission would be established. 
( To be continued. ) 
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THE FULFILMENT OF PROPHECY. 


The fount is open’d from whose streams 
Celestial life, and knowledge spread; 
The sun hath ris’n, whose radiant beams 
Restore the sick, and raise the dead. 


And nought their glorious course shall check, 
Till Earth with moral verdure glows, 

Till they, her desert wilds shall deck 
With blooming Fdeu's deathless rose. 


That Mighty Angel, to whose hand 
The Everlasting Word is given, 

Waves its broad wings o'er sea and land, 
And soaring cleaves the vault of heaven. 


And say,—-shall aught oppose his flight? 
Aught dim with clouds his flaming scroll? 
No! not till truth, with holy light, 
Shall visit every humen soul: 


Not till blest Peace shall spring to birth, 
‘rill Hatred sheath his useless sword, 
Not till the nations of the Earth 


Become the kingdoms of the Lord, 


